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U.S. Embassy Bamako 

 

July 31, 2018  

 

Subject:  Funding Opportunity Number:       SML20018GR0005 
Deadline for Applications:                August 20, 2018; 5:30PM GMT 

CFDA Number:                                19.222 

Total Amount Available:                  $350,000 

 

Questions and Answers  

Community-Based Activities to Build Civil Society and Youth Capacity in Mali 

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) SML20018GR0005 
 

Per the subject NOFO’s Federal Awarding Agency Contacts Section, the Public Affairs 

Section in Bamako received the following questions.  All questions are answered here to provide 

open and equal access to information regarding this NOFO.   

 

1. Is this NOFO only for projects related to countering violent extremism? 

The primary focus of this project is outlined in the Program Objectives of the NOFO, 

specifically, “The U.S. Embassy Bamako will consider proposals to receive funding for 

countering violent extremism (CVE) projects that increase young peoples’ and underserved 

populations’ access to information and civic dialogue via cultural gatherings, community 

events and workshops.”   Proposals must address countering violent extremism in the context 

of the audiences mentioned.   

 

2. Are American educational institutions, such as U.S. public higher education universities 

eligible to apply? 

Yes. See Eligibility Information – Eligible Applicants section of the NOFO. 

 

3. Can a U.S. public higher education institution partner with a Malian NGO and/or Malian 

public university? Is that preferable? 

Under the Criteria section of the NOFO, the rating structure by which proposals will be 

evaluated is explained.  While there is nothing in the criteria to prohibit a U.S. public higher 
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education institution from partnering with a Malian NGO or public university, this type of 

arrangement is neither required nor preferred, as outlined in the Criteria.  Please see the 

Application Review Information for further details regarding how proposals will be 

reviewed and rated.  

 

4. Given the range of activities that are listed in the Program Objectives, is a proposal 

more likely to succeed if it includes multiple partner institutions with individual 

specialties or two co-partner institutions (e.g., a U.S. university and a Malian educational 

institution) bring in other Malian organizations with expertise in related areas where 

needed? 

The rating structure by which proposals will be evaluated is detailed under the Criteria 

section of the NOFO.  Per the Criteria, there is no limit on the number of partner institutions 

and no prohibition on U.S. higher education institutions partnering with a Malian NGO or 

public university. However, such partnerships are not required.   See Application Review 

Information for further details regarding how proposals will be reviewed and rated.  

 

5. Who is the UN representative for Africa Bamako division? 

As this NOFO is through the U.S. Embassy in Bamako, questions regarding the UN or other 

international institutions should be directed to those organizations.   

 

6. What past projects have attempted to better relations between the U.S. and Mali? 

The bilateral relationship between the U.S. and Mali is strong and there is a long history of 

cooperation and friendship.  Under Program Objectives, the goals of this NOFO are listed, 

namely: to counter terrorism and stop the spreading of violent extremism by increasing 

young Malians’ and underserved Malian populations’ access to information and civic 

dialogue to advance the shared objectives of a stable and prosperous Mali.   

 

 


